Mary Breasted 

Mary Breasted met Molly when they were both working for “The New York City Times,” as Molly referred to it. Mary introduced Molly to the Lion’s Head Bar in Greenwich Village and Molly introduced Mary to the Texas delegation to the 1976 Democratic National Convention at a party given by Jean Stein Vanden Heuvel, William Faulkner’s ex-mistress, in the Dakota, the only apartment building in New York with ceilings high enough to accommodate that lot. Mary has fond memories of Molly bringing her dog Shit into the vaunted Times city room, also padding around it barefoot while drinking beer through a straw. Mary was a less formidable iconoclast, lacking in both height and Texas wit, but she managed to annoy Times editor Abe Rosenthal to a satisfying degree, nevertheless, and liked that feeling so much that she went on to write a comic novel about a newspaper on West 43rd Street named The Newspaper (“I Shouldn’t Be Telling You This,” Harper & Row, 1983). One year after Molly at Columbia J School, Mary wrote for The Village Voice, The Washington Star, and The Washington Post before joining the staff of the Times in 1973.

She left that job in 1978, armed with a book contract, wrote the novel, got married, moved to Ireland, had two kids, moved to London, had another baby, moved to Sewickley, PA, a little town outside Pittsburgh, and then had to help start an author lecture series to get her old friends to come to town. Molly appeared there on two of her book tours. Mary has published two other books, “Oh! Sex Education!” (Praeger Publishers, 1970), non-fiction, and, “Why Should You Doubt Me Now?” (Farrar Straus & Giroux, 1993) a novel. She canvassed in six states for Barack Obama in 2007-2008, one of them Texas. Her favorite Obama rally took place in an open-walled bar in Terlingua, with stray dogs wandering in and out and broken down hippie Vietnam Vets giving the speeches for Obama with their cheeks bathed in tears. Mary is working on a third novel and now lives in New York with her husband Ted Smyth, an executive vice president of the McGraw-Hill Corporation.  

