
DECEMBER 15, 2006  THE TEXAS OBSERVER  27

made proposals on several projects here 
in Texas, including one in San Antonio 
and three in Dallas. 

Several years ago, Cintra and 
Macquarie made headlines when they 
formed a partnership and paid $3.85 
billion for a 75-year lease to oper-
ate the 157-mile Indiana Toll Road, 
and roughly $1.83 billion for a 99-year 
lease on the Chicago Skyway, an eight-
mile stretch of elevated highway on 
Chicago’s south side. 

Bob Poole, the privatization guru, 
said U.S. infrastructure is more attrac-
tive to investors than the infrastructure 
in other countries because the political 
climate is more stable, another way of 
saying that contracts are more likely to 
be enforced and there’s no risk a project 
will be nationalized. “It’s like they’re 
buying a piece of ownership in a 50-year 
business,” Poole said. 

Other global players are lining up for 
a piece of the action, including Skanska, 
a Swedish-based company that has proj-
ects throughout the world; AECOM, 
another multinational with 28,000 
employees working in fi ve continents; 
and Spain’s Dragados, which is active in 
more than 60 countries and bills itself 
as a world leader in “infrastructure and 
transport concessions.” 

Choate, Ross Perot’s old running 
mate, points to another factor driving 
the construction of the super-corridors. 
The West Coast’s ports, roads, and rail 
lines have reached gridlock proportions, 
he contends, and corridors such as the 
TTC-35 could serve as alternate trade 
routes for moving foreign goods into 
U.S. markets. Using deepwater ports in 
Mexico, for example, container ships 
could offl oad goods, which could then 
be shipped by rail or truck through 
Mexico, into Texas, and up to other 
parts of the United States and Canada. 

“These routes will be cash cows,” said 
Choate.

Certain aspects of the super-corridors 
support Choate’s contention. At a recent 
meeting, for example, a TXDOT offi cial 
confi rmed there will be no frontage 
roads on the super-corridors other than 
an occasional access road allowing land-
owners to reach their severed property.  

“Because what we really want in building 

Project Losing Partnerships Total Paid

Four sections of State Highway 130 
between Georgetown and south 
Austin

Texas Corridor Constructors (Includes 
Zachry and Gilbert Texas Construction), 
Four Rivers Developers (Includes Granite, 
J.D. Abrams, and Williams Brothers)

$1,379,219 ea.

Development agreement for the 
Trans-Texas corridor that will parallel 
Interstate 35 from the Mexico border 
to Oklahoma

Fluor (Includes Transurban) Trans Texas 
Express (Includes Skanska BOT and 
Telvent)

$750,000 ea.

Project Competing Partnerships Losers Will 
Be Paid

Development agreement for Trans-
Texas Corridor 69, which will run 
from the Mexico border, skirt Corpus 
Christi and Houston and end in 
northeast Texas

Bluebonnet Infrastructure Investors 
(Includes Cintra and Ferrovial Agroman), 
ZAI ACS TTC-69 Team (Includes Zachry, 
Dragados, and Williams Brothers)

Up to 
$750,000 ea.

Adding toll lanes to U.S. 281 and part 
of Loop 1604  in San Antonio

Macquarie 1604 Partnership (Includes 
Kiewit, Gilbert Texas Construction, and 
J.D. Abrams), Zachry-Cintra Partnership 
(Includes Ferrovial Agroman)

Amount TBD

Adding toll lanes to part of Interstate 
635 north of Dallas

Dragados-Zachry Partnership 
(Includes DMJM Harris), Macquarie 635 
Partnership (Includes Gilbert Texas 
Construction, Granite, and J.D. Abrams), 
Cintra Concesiones (Includes Ferrovial 
Agroman and Obayashi); Dallas Mobility 
Link (Includes Fluor, Skanska BOT, and 
Transurban)

Up to 
$1 million ea.

State Highway 121 in Collin 
and Denton counties

Skanska BOT (Includes Granite)
Macquarie Infrastructure Group (Includes 
Gilbert/Abrams, and Kiewit), Cintra 
(Includes Ferrovial Agroman), Pioneeer 
Heritage Partners (Includes Transurban 
and Fluor)

Up to 
$750,000 ea.

State Highway 161 in Grand Prairie 
and Irving

Babcock & Brown, Transurban & Fluor
Mid-Cities Transportation Partners 
(Includes Macquarie, Kiewit and Granite), 
OHL Infrastructure (Includes OHL 
Concesiones, and TranSystems, Inc.), 
Skanska 

Amount TBD

PAYMENTS IN THE PIPELINE

PAID SO FAR

ON TEXAS HIGHWAY PROJECTS, IT PAYS TO LOSE
As part of the push to privatize state road construction projects, the Texas Department of 
Transportation is now paying stipends to companies that don’t win contracts. The payments 
are supposed to foster competition, but typically only a small universe of companies 
compete for the projects. The partnerships (named in boldface below) can consist of up to 
30 entities. Listed below are some of the recurring players.


