RICK PERRY

GOVERMNOR

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

April 27, 2007

The Honorable Rick Noriega
Texas House of Representatives
Post Office Box 2910

Austin, Texas 78768-2910

Dear Representative Noriega:

The purpose of this letter is to address concerns that you have expressed regarding
the Texas Office of Homeland Security's placement in the Office of the Governor, and
its authority to receive sensitive law enforcement information related to homeland
security or sponsor a statewide multi-agency information sharing initiative. You have
also questioned the assessment by the Texas Office of Homeland Security that a
porous Texas-Mexico border constitutes a terrorism threat to our nation.

First, | think it is important to note that the border terrorism threat is neither imagined
nor exaggerated. Rather, it constitutes a serious threat to Texans and the rest of the
nation as evidenced by testimony from the U.S. Customs and Border Protection, the
Department of Homeland Security, and the FBI. Furthermore, please find enclosed a
spreadsheet which documents the number of illegal aliens from countries with a
known Al-Qaeda presence who were arrested along the Texas-Mexico border in
2006. With the federal government loosely estimating that we only apprehend 10 to
30 percent of those who attempt to enter our country illegally each year, it is likely
that the number of people from special interest countries who enter here illegally is
much higher than the number contained in the enclosed document. This also does
not include those who were detained by Mexican authorities before entering Texas.
The point is this: we will rue the day we bury our heads in the sand and act is if our
more than 1,200 mile border with Mexico is not viewed as a prime point of illegal
entry for terrorist operatives and their deadly arsenal of weapons. Since it is your
position that our border does not pose a terrorist threat, and because of that position
you believe it is unnecessary to expend resources in protecting our border, | will
make myself available to you or your staff inmediately to provide a detailed briefing
on why this mistaken position can cost lives.






